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Legal Considerations in the Wake of Diddy's "Freak
Out" Gatherings: Preparing for Civil Liability

By Jay Taylor, Marshall Gilinsky

Recent allegations stemming from Sean (“Diddy”) Combs’ infamous "freak off" parties have captured
significant public attention, particularly in light of the music mogul’s arrest and indictment on a range of
criminal charges. Reports suggest a complex web of sexual assault and misconduct that could lead to
significant civil liabilities. Many civil suits already have been filed alleging substantial harm to numerous
alleged victims. Given the amounts at stake, experience teaches that there may be disputes regarding
insurance coverage for the alleged acts and liabilities at hand.

The criminal proceedings already underway suggest there are multiple complainants and victims,
underscoring the gravity of the alleged harm. One attorney based in Texas has filed suit on behalf of more
than 100 alleged victims and it appears likely there will be more such suits. Potential defendants in these
civil cases could include: (i) event planners and organizers involved in helping to plan and execute the
events; (ii) venues where the events were held; and (iii) participants, attendees and witnesses who allegedly
may have been complicit in illegal activities.

To prepare for the inevitable legal battles, potential defendants should take proactive steps now and should
consider notifying their insurance companies as soon as practicable.

Potential defendants should first identify insurance policies that might respond to such claims. These
include: (i) general liability (GL) insurance, which typically covers businesses against claims arising from
bodily injury and property damage; (ii) directors and officers (D&QO) insurance, which provides coverage for
claims alleging wrongful acts in business decisions; (iii) homeowners policies, which typically cover
individuals for claims alleging bodily injury or property damage; and (iv) umbrella or excess liability policies
that sit above all such liability insurance policies.

After identifying the relevant insurance policies and discussing the above issues with brokers and coverage
counsel, potential defendants should coordinate with their insurance companies and the retained or
assigned defense counsel. Insurance companies may resort to tactics tending to isolate rather than
support the policyholder at the exact time that assistance with a strong defense is essential. It is important
that policyholders stand firm in such situations and insist on receiving the defense promised to them in the
insurance policies that they purchased. It is important to explore specific allegations and theories that are
more likely to compel an insurer to defend and cover the underlying claim. In addition to claims alleging
bodily injury, claims alleging false imprisonment, slander and invasion of privacy also can provide a means
to secure insurance company engagement in the defense of challenging claims.
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Conclusion

The fallout from Diddy's "freak out" gatherings highlights the complex intersection of criminal and civil
liability in cases involving allegations of significant harm. Individuals and entities connected to these events
must act swiftly to protect their interests. Identifying responsive insurance policies and engaging
experienced legal counsel are critical first steps in navigating the challenges ahead. By taking a proactive
and informed approach, those involved can better manage the risks and responsibilities that accompany
such significant allegations.
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