
Professionals in Anderson Kill’s Wills, Trusts and Estates practice group provide extensive estate planning advice, 
administer trusts and estates, assist clients with personal tax and wealth management issues, and resolve related 
disputes through negotiation or litigation. Our clients include highly compensated and moderate to ultra-high net 
worth individuals, business owners, and families whom we have represented for generations. We advise our 
clients on methods of accumulating, managing, and preserving wealth, as well as on its tax-efficient disposition 
during life and upon death. We also represent individuals, banks and trust companies as executors and trustees 
in all aspects of estate and trust administration, work that frequently requires collaboration with attorneys in other 
Anderson Kill practice areas, such as corporate and litigation. Our attorneys are often asked to serve as executors 
or trustees in clients’ estate plans, due to specific family circumstances.

Business succession planning is an important part of our practice, including ways to leverage business asset 
values. We also regularly advise on retirement-related issues. Finally, we monitor the financial affairs of many of 
our clients on a current basis and advise them on tax saving opportunities.

We are acutely aware that our clients seek and require more than legal knowledge — they expect good judgment 
and the prompt, personal service we have traditionally provided and on which we continue to pride ourselves.
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George A. Cherniak, an estates and trusts attorney in Anderson Kill’s New York office, has extensive experience in 
trust and estate administration, preparation of estate tax returns, and fiduciary and individual income tax returns, as 
well as fiduciary accounting. He also practices in the area of estate planning. 

James G. Clements is an attorney with over 30 years of experience in estate and tax planning for individuals, trust 
and estate administration, and representation of closely-held corporations, private foundations and public charitable 
organizations. Mr. Clements is rated “AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated,” the top rating, by his peers as listed in 
Martindale Hubbell.

Christopher C. Gerard is a shareholder in Anderson Kill’s New York office and chair of the Wills, Trusts, and 
Estates Group. Chris has extensive experience in the areas of estate planning and trust and estate administration. 
He represents a range of individuals and fiduciaries, both individual and institutional, of estates and trusts. He also 
advises on the creation and administration of closely held business entities such as partnerships and limited liability 
companies and assists clients on real estate matters. Chris frequently serves as the executor of estates and trustee of 
trusts, requiring a wide range of fiduciary functions. Finally, he advises clients in the area of charitable gifting and has 
lectured on this topic. Chris’ clients span the spectrum from high-net worth individuals, to individuals whose principal 
wealth-accumulating years still lie ahead of them, to individuals of more modest means. He also represents financial 
institutions in their fiduciary capacity and not-for-profit organizations.
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Jerry S. Goldman is a shareholder in Anderson Kill’s New York and Philadelphia offices. A former prosecutor in Brooklyn, 
New York, Jerry has built a highly successful and varied practice serving individuals and closely held businesses 
throughout the United States. Jerry practices in the areas of estate planning and estate and trust administration; complex 
litigation; general business law; white collar criminal defense; employment law; federal and international taxation and 
intellectual property. Since 2004, Jerry has represented the lead plaintiff — and currently thousands of other plaintiffs — 
in In Re Terrorist Attacks, the consolidated litigation by families of 9/11 victims seeking justice and restitution from the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) and multiple other parties. He has been recognized by Super Lawyers as a New York 
Metro Super Lawyer for General Litigation since 2016 and is rated “AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated,” the top 
rating, by his peers as listed in Martindale Hubbell.

Herb J. Hummers, a shareholder in Anderson Kill’s New York office, has over 60 years of experience in the areas 
of estate and tax planning and trust and estate administration. Herb advises U.S. and non-U.S. individuals on estate 
planning and administration, trusts, and real estate matters. His clients include families, individuals, financial institutions, 
closely held businesses, foundations and not-for-profit organizations. He is a member of Omicron Delta Kappa, Phi Beta 
Kappa and the Trust and Estates sections of the New York and American Bar Associations. 

Gabrielle C. Lese, a shareholder in Anderson Kill’s New York office, is an experienced trusts and estates attorney 
with a background in corporate and securities law. Gabrielle concentrates her practice in estate planning, probate and 
administration of estates. She helps clients create their estate plans with an integrated view of their family situation, assets 
and future planning. When appropriate, Gabrielle works with her client’s financial planner to gain a complete view of the 
client’s assets and financial position and to develop a coordinated plan. She has particular experience assisting blended 
families with more complex planning. Gabrielle also helps clients with estate planning where there is a family member with 
disabilities, including, where appropriate, guardianships and special needs trusts. On a pro bono basis, Gabrielle prepares 
and oversees custody and guardianship cases involving immigrant children in Family Court. She is also a certified mediator.

Michael C. Levy, a shareholder in Anderson Kill’s New York office, has focused his practice on estate planning, trust and 
estate administration and Surrogate’s Court practice for 20 years, including 11 years as a solo practitioner. His practice 
encompasses basic and complex estate planning, business succession planning, family charitable and philanthropic 
planning, estate and trust administration and Surrogate’s Court practice/estate litigation. In three consecutive years between 
2014 and 2016, Michael was named to the “Rising Stars” list by Super Lawyers magazine for the New York Metro area.

Carole B. Sheffield, a shareholder in Anderson Kill’s Philadelphia office, concentrates her practice in estate and tax 
planning and trust and estate administration, including real estate matters. Clients include high net worth individuals, 
financial institutions, closely held businesses and not-for-profit organizations. Carole handles complex matters of federal 
and state tax preparation of estate, gift, fiduciary income and personal income tax returns for trusts and estates. She has 
extensive experience in Probate and Orphans’ Court, where she has litigated and mediated for trusts and estates with 
regard to non-contested and contested matters for individuals and corporate trustees. She is also the Founding Advisory 
Counselor for the Chestnut Hill Garden District Fund. 

Ruth Ann Stauffer, of counsel in Anderson Kill’s New York office, administers estates and trusts with a range of values 
sometimes in excess of $100 million. Her practice includes preparation of estate tax returns, conduct of estate tax audits, 
post-mortem tax planning, and extensions regarding payment of estate tax pursuant to IRC Sections 6161 and 6166 and 
similar state statutes. In more than two decades of T&E practice, Ruth Ann has drafted and analyzed receipt, release, 
refunding and indemnification agreements in connection with settlement of estates and trusts; prepared and reviewed 
gift tax returns; decanted trusts, including drafting of documents and analysis of permissible scope of decanting in light of 
possible gift and GST tax issues; drafted wills, trust instruments and LLC operating agreements; analyzed wills and trust 
instruments in connection with estate planning and post mortem tax planning; prepared, reviewed, and provided advice 
regarding accountings for trusts with a range of values; settled estates and trusts with New York State’s Attorney General; 
and reviewed federal and state fiduciary income tax returns for estates and trusts.
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